65x25 Work Group Update

On July 29th the Coalition approved the following as its overarching goal: 65% of the state’s 25 to 64 year old population holds a high-quality postsecondary credential or degree by the year 2025, and individuals volunteered to serve on a Work Group that would address the implementation and reporting issues cited in the reports presented at that time. The overall vision for this effort is: New Hampshire’s citizens have the education necessary to meet their life goals, as well as the current and future economic needs of the state.
The Work Group held its third meeting on December 1st with the following individuals able to participate: Val Zanchuck (Graphicast), Jim Roche (BIA), Judy Burrows (NHCF), Fred Bramante (ED2), Michele Perkins (New England College), Scott Power (NH Scholars), Tanna Clews (CPA Grant), Amy Schwartz (USNH), Tom Horgan (NHCUC), Todd Leach (USNH), Ross Gittell (CCSNH), Ed MacKay (Higher Education Commission, DoE), and Malia Sieve (HCM Strategists)
The topics discussed by the Work Group (WG) included:

1. Agreement was reached on a working definition of a high quality postsecondary credential: A High Quality Credential is one that inspires an individual to deeper learning in a subject of their choosing, is valued by employers, and will be beneficial in the individual’s career or personal life pursuits. The prior working draft included a reference to a high quality credential being valued by educational institutions as an option, and the WG decided it was better to exclusively cite value to employers as that is focus of our workforce enhancement effort. As a next step, the Center for Public Policy will work with Malia Sieve to present various options to consider regarding how to identify and count these credentials
2. The 65x25 presentation during the BIA Leadership Summit was discussed, with agreement the Summit was very successful and awareness of the workforce challenge facing NH significantly increased.

3. The newly established Higher Education Subcommittee, to be co-chaired by Kristyn Van Ostern and Amy Schwartz, was announced and Amy provided a brief overview of the subcommittee’s workplan, including development of degree/credential production targets for each sector and specific strategies to increase the number of such credentials to achieve the 65x25 goal.  The subcommittee will hold its first meeting on December 22nd and keep the WG informed of its progress via emails and a report at each WG meeting.  The WG will be asked to review and provide suggestions on how proposals could be enhanced to ensure workforce needs are being met.
4. The WG initiated a discussion on what efforts may be successful in increasing adult credential completion in NH, and received reports from Tanna Clews on STEM / Community Partnership for Attainment work, from Ross Gittell, Todd Leach, and Michele Perkins on higher education initiatives, and from Malia Sieve on promising programs in other states.  As referenced in item 1, at a future meeting Dennis Delay will provide a report on options to “count” credentials as that will be crucial to documentation of progress toward 65x25 attainment. 
5. Judy Burrows affirmed a communication from the NHCF that they have amended the contract with Tanna Clews to enable her to provide assistance in identifying and seeking potential grant support for 65x25 as well as the STEM Task Force. The WG expressed its appreciation for this support.
6. It was also noted the Center for Public Policy Studies would be the entity responsible for reporting on the five metrics identified in the original 65x25 material approved by the Coalition, but efforts to coordinate that assessment with several other statewide workforce efforts would be important.

7. Fred Bramante reported on the work of the ED2 committee and how a plan for moving forward would be presented to the Coalition during the December 17th meeting.  Fred agreed to circulate the draft after incorporating any Coalition revisions to the WG for comments.
8. Action steps for next meeting:
a) Higher Education Subcommittee will meet to begin its work on sector-based target setting and higher education policy and program strategies to contribute to 65x25

b) Malia Sieve will meet with Dennis Delay to develop options to propose to the WG on ways NH counts sub-associate level credentials

c) Malia Sieve will share the examples of promising practices from other states for the WG members to review further and consider if it would be beneficial to have presentations from representatives
The next WG meeting will be held on Thursday, February 4, 2016 from 9:00 to 11:00 AM in NHCUC Offices.
